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NEC BRIEFLNG ( MoT (/5D )
PREFOREANCE ESTIRATE YOR SOVIET JET HREAVY SOMBER

i. kﬂtinatos of perforaance as cf 1987 for the

Soviet Type 37 Beavy Jet Boaber have bheea finalizmed.
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Take off weigh
{pounds)
Bonl load
{pounds)*
Combat radius
(N niles)
Conbat range
(¥ miles)
T t altitude
feet)
Eaximus targets
speed (kpots)

wtisus Radius/Zange
Yisslon

AR

345,000
16,000
3,600
§,100
43,700
487

ii. Estimated optimus mission performances with 10,000 1ib.
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beonb losds (multi-megaton weapens) are such that without
utilizing forward staging bases (Chukotski) and rauge
sxtonsion technigues e.g. in-flight refuelisg or one-way
missions, the Type 37 represects & strikiang power still

goas¥ally oriented toward Burope, Aslz, and perigherul

areas. Thum, the full msasure of threat posed by the
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Type 37 depeuvds upon

2. a2 as vet undesonstrated Lla-~flight r;fa&&iug
crpability requiring 18 soanths to 2 years to
davelop and

b. & Soviét decision to expend in 1957 all 50 estizated
sperational Type 37 aircraflt on sissions with the
expeciation that only half sight reach assigned
targets.

IX1. In ihe aggregaie,the msid-1857 piloture would appear to be
one is which the TU~4 would still figure prominently,
with the Type 38 a strong elewment of stresgth against
Burasian and peripheral targets, and the Type 37 just
coming into sigoificant guaniity. Given SBoviet nuclear
capabilities, this is a serious and formidable picture,
pat it is aect particularly siarmiag with respect to the
contineantal US. Hovever, with seriesz Type 37 productiion,
operational staglng bases, and an effective ia-flight

refusling sysles, the threatl increases sharply becoming
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Background
BOME 1L.OAD VARIATIONS

By decreasing the bomb load from ten thousand to three
thousand pounds aand iacreasing the fuel load accordingly, ibhe
cosbatl radiss/range of the Type 37 may be extended slightly.
Bowever, auclear aordaance weighing 3,000 1lb. would be &
marglsally acceptable strategic weapon, 1If effectively ceonstructed,
& &,000 1b. wenpon éeuié ¥ield an energy equivalent of approz-
instely Z20KT-~the yield of the Nagasaki boub, By axtgavugaatt
inefficlent use of anuclear material this yleld could be boosted.
Buch uneconomical uge of nuclear saterial appears uanlikely as
the Soviet stockplile of nuclear material in 1987 will still be
relatively modest,
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Background

Cesparison of the Basic Hissions of the Type 39 and US B-52

Tuke off weight
{pounds)

Boab leosd
{pounds)

Combat radius
(me)

Combat rasge
{ny)

Target altitude
(feet)

Haximan Target
apeed (koots)

Us B=i2

345,000

10,000

2,350

4,380

41,300

492

380,000

10,800

3,160

&,5860

46,700

480
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